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Celebrating Midsummer in Norway

While researching this important event, | found that the
various spellings of the word are interchangeable in
Scandinavia. Also used in Norway is Sankthans, which
commemorates the birth of John the Baptist on June 24th
(Saint John=Sankt Hans).

Celebrations combine both Christian and pagan
worship, marking the longest days of the year. The
activities start on June 23rd (Sankhansaften). Here are
some ways Norwegians celebrate:

e Children make crowns of flower garlands and
wear them throughout the celebration. While
daisies are popular, any flower will do.

e Friends and families gather and barbecue
outdoors, grilling salmon with dill, hot dogs
and sausages. Other foods include rommegret,
spekemat (cured meats) and strawberries.

* As night falls, communities gather on the beaches
to light “St. John fires”. During the Viking era,
bonfires were to ward off evil spirits with the belief
that the real world and the supernatural world
were closely connected on that day.

Current bonfires are immense structures. In fact, Alesund
holds the world record for the largest bonfire.
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At a staggering 47.4 meters (155 feet 5.9 inches), it
took several weeks and thousands of pallets to erect.
Amazingly, it was constructed completely by human
power, with no machines or cranes.

Some towns fill old boats with flammable materials and
burn them off shore. The practice reportedly began in
the 1800s, although one can imagine its root in Viking
legend.

Not surprisingly, fire is essential in Nordic midsummer
celebrations; indeed, cultures all around the world have
fire festivals. Fires are mesmerizing—there’s something
natural about it. Maybe it's because people have been
sitting around fires for thousands of years. So, with care,
before our county burn ban takes effect, go ahead and
celebrate with a backyard fire, but make sure you have a
water source available!

Our lodge continues many of these traditions, with the
Leikarringen making flower crowns, decorating and
raising the Maistang and our own Viking bonfire.

Here are some photos of our June 14th celebration
provided by Love Kitsap!

—Jan Slusher




Hei og velkommen verdsatte
medlemmer av Sons of Norway
Poulsbo Lodge.

Our Midtsommer celebration was

a spectacular event and very well

attended! Our lodge Leikarringen

- parents and dancers provided the

traditional decorating of the Maistang
and flower crowns. They raised the pole, sang and
danced, and showed the community the pride they
have in celebrating Scandinavian culture. Thank you
all for putting on this event!

At dusk, the procession, the proclamation
announcing Midtsommer, and the Viking bonfire
concluded the day’s festivities. The excitement could
be heard all around Liberty Bay.

Our Summer Heritage Camp June 24th-26th gave
our youngsters the opportunity to get hands-on
with Scandinavian culture. Thank you to the many
volunteers that helped with this annual event!

As we enter July, we celebrate our nation’s 249th
year of freedom. As we remember the history of
America, we recall the nation’s heroes and pioneers
who were driven by honor and morals and paved
the way for others to follow their lead onto higher
ground. Take a moment to consider the glory of the
gift of freedom. It did not come delivered in a neat
package, we owe our freedom to our Founding
Fathers, who worked tirelessly to achieve it, and to
everyone who has been and continues to be a part of
the story of America.

Through August 12th, enjoy Tuesday Night dinner
from 5-7 PM and the best seat in town for the
Poulsbo Summer Concert Series. July 19th is the
Annual District 2 Steak Fry and Horseshoe and
Kubb tournament at Trollhaugen. The District 2 Golf
Tournament will be held August 2nd at the White
Horse Golf Club.

As always, there is so much happening at the Lodge
and around Poulsbo. | hope to see you all there!

Tusen Takk;

Curtis Vincent
2025 Poulsbo Sons of Norway President
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Calendar

Coming Events

]uly 2025
8 Tuesday Night Dinner (Navy Band Northwest)
11 Poulsbo Turkey Sandwich Dinner (Trolls” Den)
15 Tuesday Night Dinner (Tracie Marsh Band)
18 Bratwurst Dinner (Trolls’ Den)
19 District 2 Steak Fry & Tournament (Troll Haugen)
22 Mike Mizrahi Book Signing: The Weight of Loyalty
22 Tuesday Night Dinner (Freckles Brown Band)
25 Chinese Chicken Salad Dinner (Trolls” Den)
29 TuesdayNight Dinner (The Stacy Jones Band)

August 2025
2 District 2 Golf Tournament (White Horse Golf Club)
5 Tuesday Night Dinner (Fire Marshall Ventura)

12 Tuesday Night Dinner (WEPA)

September 2025
27 Vikings Memorial Bonfire (Waterfront Park)

Continuing Events

Mondays

8:00 am Yoga (Marine Room)
4:30 pm Youth Dancing (Leikarringen)

Tuesdays
9:00 am Old Guys’ Kaffe Klatch (Trolls” Den)

Wednesdays
8:00 am Yoga (Marine Room)

Thursdays
9:00 am Old Guys’ Kaffe Klatch (Trolls” Den)
6:00 pm Wood Carvers (Norse Room)
6:00 pm Trivia (Trolls” Den)
7:00 pm Norwegian Singing (Marine Room)

Fridays
7:00 am Rotary Breakfast (Marine Room)
10:00 am Needle Workers (Viking Room)

First Monday

6:30 pm Folk Dance (Resumes in September)
First Tuesday

6:00 pm Lodge Board Meeting (Norse Room)
Second Tuesday

6:00 pm Lodge Meeting (Resumes in September)
Third Tuesday

6:30 pm Vikings Meeting (Viking Room)
Fourth Tuesday

6:00 pm Ingeborg Society (Viking Room)
Third Saturday

3:00 pm Genealogy Meeting (Norse Room)
First Sunday

9:00 am Pancake Breakfast (Marine Room)



Youth Blacksmithing Camp

Poulsbo Sons of
Norway Cultural
Director Yori
Seeger is inviting
youth aged
9-18tobe a

part of a unique
summer camp
experience!

WHAT’S HAPPENING
IN THE TROLLS' DEN

Discover the ancient Viking Art of Blacksmithing
at Yori’s home studio Windmill Farm just outside
Poulsbo. Campers will spend two mornings or

two afternoons learning to make a utilitarian tool

Friday Night Dinner Summer Diner Series! like a butter knife or fire poker.

Yori will guide students through each step of the
process regardless of age or ability. His gentle
spirit and patient nature lends itself well to
creating a welcoming and safe environment for
your campers!

Cool off and dig in with our fresh summer lineup
featuring Diner classics like:

e Crisp Salads

e Stacked Sandwiches o .
N Space is limited so make sure you register

e Sizzlin’ Brats early, and for campers aged 12 and under, an

adult must be present during the camp session.

You might even fall in love with blacksmithing

yourself. (Yori also has monthly adult classes!)

All the flavor, none of the fuss — only at the Troll’s
Den! Fridays through August 22, excluding July 4th.

Swing by and taste summer! So don't wait, give your youth

a one of a kind experience
this summer. All camps are
2 sessions for 3 hours each
session for $150 per camp.

; If you mention the Sons of
MEMBERS Y )
ONLY | — Norway when you sign up,

Dinners start at 6:00 pm. Get your tickets at
poulsbosonsofnorway.com

| Yori will donate 10% of
the tuition costs to the lodge. Register online at
- https://www.eventbrite.ca/o/74374441073.

——

"

Summer Volunteer
Opportunities!

Remember, Remember! _ . ,
Wondering how you can get more involved in

what's going on at the lodge and meet more of
your fellow members? Sign up to help with the
Summer Friday Night Diner series or a Security
shift at the Troll’s Den!

e ID and membership cards are required to
enter the Trolls’ Den.

e All guests must be signed in and

accompanied by a member at all times. You can register online using SignUp Genius:
¢ Shoes and shirt required. (Long hair is Trolls” Den Security:
encouraged!) https://www.signupgenius.com/
e A credit card is required to open a tab, but g0/10COF49AEA62EAQFECF8-57123581 -trolls
you are welcome to pay cash to settle up. I Friday Night Diner Dinner Series:

https://www.signupgenius.com/

" A 3% convenl e e R Rt ol | g0/10COF49AEA62 EAOFECF8-57105249-friday

credit card purchases.

3 Maken | July 2025



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49AEA62EA0FECF8-57123581-trolls
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F49AEA62EA0FECF8-57123581-trolls
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drolliaugen
-

We have fun family and group activities planned for the day.
All activities will start at 10:00am

§ N T
N1V LA
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There is something planned for all to enjoy.
Don’t delay make reservations today!

Dinner Reservation - Bill Hicks 425/672-0194 or
Hicks1015@msn.com

Overnight reservation email trollhau@outlook.com
Remember say Steak or Salmon
Kids hotdog
Happy Hour meals
(BYOB) $5.00 oonation

Dinner
DEADLINE July7,2025 | >30Pm
2:30pm

Poulsbo 4
TURKEY SANDWICH

MEMBERS AND GUESTS ONLY

TROLLS DEN
DINER

BURGER BASKET 16.00
A delicious burger with your choice of fries
or onion rings

E CHICKEN SANDWICH BASKET  16.00

A delicious chicken sandwich with your
P Choice of fries or onion rings

3
: CHICKEN STRIP BASKET 16.00
= Crisp tender chicken strips with your
S choice of fries or onion rings
Z SHRIMP BASKET 16.00
Crispy fried shrimp with your choice of
fries or onion rings.
BASKET OF FRENCH FRIES 7.00
BASKET OF ONION RINGS 7.00

Come to the Trolls' Den for a
delicious Diner style experience
and enjoy Poulsbo's Summer
Concert series from our
comfortable deck.

FRENCH FRIED
TUESDAYS!

EVERY TUESDAY JULY 1ST -~ AUGUST 26TH

)

DINNERS AVAILABLE FOR
PURCHASE AT THE BAR ONLY.

é’% NO PRESALES.
Look for weekly specials at
Made with PosterbyWalcom the bar!
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VERMN’S
PANCARE
BREARGAST

First Sunday of the month

9-11 a.m.

“"Vern's” pancakes &

lingonberries

EUNIMERIDINERIGERIES
Friday night dinners

June 27 - August 22, except July 4th

bacon/sausage - scrambled eggs

$7 for five
& under

W= . = Sonsof Norway
18991 Front Street

Summer Nights
FREE Family Concerts Ot the qu

Tuesdays at 6:00 p.m.
Muriel Iverson Williams Waterfront Park

7/8  Navy Band Northwest
7/15 Tracie Marsh Band
7/22 Freckles Brown Band
7/29 The Stacy Jones Band
8/5  Fire Marshall Ventura
8/12 WEPA

Gold Sponsors

town@® country

MARKETS

Silver Plus Sponsor- JC Madison
Silver Sponsors- Historic Downtown Poulsbo Association
Kitsap Bank, Tim Ryan Construction

=

North Kitsap Fishline will be collectin ({1
non-perishagleliterlns ateach concert.g %gw



Dave Petterson July 28, 1957 - May 28, 2025

On May 28, 2025, we lost a
member of our Poulsbo Sons of
Norway Family. Dave “Trapper”
Petterson was a friend to all
and active in the lodge until

his illness prevented him from
participating.

Dave lived a full life. He was
a Disabled Retired member of
VFW and DAV. He was a U.S.
Navy Deep Sea Diver.

Dave was always present at the
Vikings Meetings, Thursday Night
Trivia, the Old Guys’ Coffee
Klatch, and volunteered during
Friday Night Dinners.

Dave’s other life activities included working with the

San Diego Mounted Rescue Team and NASAR, he was a
Wilderness EMT, Hyperbaric Chamber Operator at the
UCSD Medical Center, a Building Contractor, a volunteer
Hazardous Material Worker, and a Homicide Trauma Scene
Cleaner. Dave was a member of the American Mountain
Men and a volunteer at Fort Nisqually.

His family extended an invitation to all in the lodge who
knew him to attend a celebration of Dave’s life in August:

We will be gathering to honor the life of Dave
Petterson. All friends from his various social
groups and family are welcome to attend. If

you have period attire, we ask that you come
dressed; however, it is not required. There are no
changing rooms on site, so please come ready.
Light refreshments and sharing of stories will

be held in the picnic shelter just outside the
Fort after the service. Parking around the Fort is
limited due to construction; please carpool.

Thursday, August 7, 2025

6 pm -7:30 pm

Fort Nisqually Living History Museum
519 Five Mile Dr, Tacoma 98407

If you would like more information, contact Bill Heather.

£ oy
(% /AT POULSEO SONS OF NORWAY,

: % caturday, February 17, 2024 L’\\

MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of Sons of Norway is to
promote and preserve the heritage
and culture of Norwayy, to celebrate
our relationship with other Nordic
countries, and to provide quality
insurance and financial products
o its members.

2025 POULSBO LODGE BOARD

President: Curtis Vincent

Vice President: Brian Smith
Treasurer: Bob Wolfe

Secretary: Angel Wunder

Trustee 1: Donna Kodalen

Trustee 2: Robert Kodalen

Trustee 3: Rhonda Mitchusson
Counselor: Paul Anunson
Membership Secretary: Keri Kankovsky
Assistant Secretary: Theresa Vincent
Auditor 1: Tony Smallbeck

Auditor 2: Amy Swenson

Auditor 3: Laura McDonough

Sports Director: Ruby Patterson
Social Director: Ashley Singer

Youth Director: Dana Seeger
Cultural Director: Yori Seeger
Publicity Director: Jason Scott
Foundation Director: Joanne Graves
Editors: Deb Adair, Jan Slusher
Musician: Kathy Haug

Historian: Karen Zabinski

Marshal 1: Josh Washburn

Marshal 2: Robynn Collins

Greeter 1: May Mathiesen

Greeter 2: Lorena Maxwell




