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Incoming President Curtis Vincent  
was escorted by the lodge royalty

Changing of the Guard: 2025 Board Members Begin their Term

On January 14th, the lodge 
welcomed Kris Hicks, 
International  
Sons of Norway Vice Chair, 
to swear in our 2025 
o�cers. 
Before the meeting, 
members enjoyed 
dinner catered by Manic 
Meatballs, giving our 
kitchen crew a break so 
that they could enjoy the 
evening. 
Many thanks to our 2024 o�cers and a hearty welcome 
to the new guard!

And a big shout out to our past Presidents, who remain 
an integral part of the lodge.

Poulsbo Sons of Norway Past Presidents
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Calendar
Coming Events
February 2025
	 1	 District 2 Ski Race (Trollhaugen)
	 2	 Vern�s Pancake Breakfast (Marine Room)
	 7	 Pizza Party (Trolls� Den)
	 8	 Volunteer Training: Lodge Hosts & Security
	 8	 Viking Valisblot Bon�re
	 9	 Superbowl Sunday Party (Trolls� Den)
	22	 February Birthdays Party Potluck (Trolls� Den)
	28	 Mardi Gras Jambalaya Dinner (Trolls� Den)

March 2025
	 2	 Vern�s Pancake Breakfast (Marine Room)
	24	 A New Kind of Book Club (Trolls� Den)
	22	 Building Association Auction Night (Marine Room)	

Continuing Events
Mondays

	 4:30pm	 Youth Dancing (Leikarringen)
	 6:30pm	 Informal Scandinavian Music 

			   (Marine Room)
Tuesdays

	 8:00am	 Yoga (Marine Room)
	 9:00am	 Old Guys� Ka�e Klatch (Trolls� Den)

Thursdays
	 9:00am	 Old Guys� Ka�e Klatch (Trolls� Den)
	 6:00pm	 Wood Carvers (Norse Room) 
	 6:00pm	 Trivia (Trolls� Den) 
	 7:00pm	 Norwegian Choir 

Fridays
	 7:00am	 Rotary Breakfast (Marine Room) 
	 10:00am	 Needle Workers (Viking Room)

First Tuesday
	 6:00pm	 Lodge Board Meeting (Norse Room)

Second Tuesday
	 6:00pm	 Lodge Meeting (Norse Room)

Third Tuesday
	 6:30pm	 Vikings Meeting (Viking Room)

Fourth Tuesday
	 6:00pm	 Ingeborg Society (Viking Room)

Third Saturday
	 3:00pm	 Genealogy Meeting (Norse Room)

First Sunday
	 9:00am	 Pancake Breakfast (Norse Room)

On the cover: Poulsbo SoN 2025 Board Members

Hello and welcome valued 
members of the Poulsbo Sons of 
Norway Lodge. I look forward 
to working with you all as we 
continue to make this lodge 
the best in the Sons of Norway 
family. 

For those who don�t actually know me, I�m Curtis 
Vincent, aka �the guy with the Cowboy Hat�. 
My wife Theresa and I moved to Poulsbo in May 
2022 and immediately felt at home. 
I appreciate the support and con�dence that you 
have placed in me as I take on this job as Lodge 
President. It truly means a lot to me. I am aware 
of the shoes I am �lling and hope to do just as 
good a job as my mentor, our past president Paul 
Anunson. 
With our immediate family members residing 
in various locations across the US, Theresa 
and I have come to consider and embrace the 
members of the Sons of Norway as our local 
family.
Thank you for making us feel so welcomed and 
appreciated. 
Tusen takk! 
 
Curtis Vincent
2025 Poulsbo Sons of Norway President
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Pizza Party!
Join us for a special Friday Night Pizza Party in the 
Trolls' Den February 7th from 6-8 pm. No pre-order 
required. 

Super Bowl 2025
Watch the Super Bowl at the Trolls' Den on Sunday, 
February 9. The game begins at 3:30 and will be played 
at the Caesars Superdome in New Orleans.

Come join us and enjoy the game!

Giving Thanks
For the past 30 years, Poulsbo Sons of Norway 
members have given generously to the Tree of 
Giving for our neighbors at Martha & Mary. 
This year, our lodge helped ful�ll over 70 gifts!
Jan Saenz, who has spearheaded this e�ort, 
wants to extend a big thank you to everyone who 
donated, to the Vikings for their support, and 
especially to her helpers Missy Crawford and 
Maggie Gresham. 
And to Jan, a huge thank you for everything you 
do every year to make this happen!
Takk skal du ha!

February Birthday Potluck
We'll be celebrating our friends with February 
birthdays on the 22nd starting at 6:00 pm. 
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VERN’S..PANCAKEPANCAKE..  .. BREAKFASTBREAKFAST..

Pancakes and lingonberries, bacon, sausage, 
scrambled eggs, fruit juice, 

coffee and tea
Sunday, February 2, 9-11 AM

$15 adult — $7 five and under
Sons of Norway | 18991 Front Street

by Deb Adair
Vali, Odin�s youngest son, was born, grew to adulthood, 
and avenged his brother Baldr�s death all in one day. 
Valisblót (Vali�s Sacri�cial Feast) honors his triumph over 
evil and marks the lengthening days and early signs of 
spring. 
In modern times, we�ve embraced Valisblót as �Viking 
Valentine�s Day� with connotations of love and 
romance. Because no one is as romantic as a bloody 
berserker who doesn�t wash his hands or comb his hair!

Rind will bear Vali in the Western Halls,
That son of Odin will kill at the age of one 
night,
He will not wash his hands or comb his head,
Until he puts on the funeral pyre Baldrs’ 
adversary.

� VöluspÆ, Stanza 33

But Vali also survived Ragnarok and became a symbol 
of hope. Whether that�s hope for an early spring or 
the future with a loved one, that�s certainly worth 
celebrating!
Join us February 8th as the Vikings march down Front 
Street and light the Valisblót Bon�re!

Valisblót: Vengeance, Sacri�ce, and�Love?
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by Jan Slusher
The Ka�e Klatch for men is a gathering for retirees 
looking to build connections, share life stories, and 
enjoy co�ee. The group gathers every Tuesday and 
Thursday morning from 9:00-11:00 in the Troll�s Den.
The age group of the men ranges from 50s to 90s (the 
oldest member is 94), yet all members share a mutual 
appreciation for meaningful conversation, and of course, 
co�ee.
Brian Smith, a member since 2012, described the 
group as �a walking Poulsbo history book with always 
something to learn� and stated that the topics �could 
be about everything and nothing.� He mentioned that 
they follow a �no agenda� policy and a �golden rule� 
attitude. Bill Heather, a newer member, joined the group 
a little over a year ago. For Bill, the most enjoyable part 
is that several conversations happen at the same time, 
and he would love �to be a part of them all.� He added: 
�the overall years of life long histories and wisdom I gain 
are priceless to me.� 
The co�ee itself has mixed reviews with one member 

con�ding that it�s helpful to have �something from Sluy�s 
on hand to help get it down� while others say that it�s 
great, possibly an appreciation for the co�ee as it was 
enjoyed in previous generations. 
Are you an �old man�? Whether you are new to 
retirement or have been for years, come share a cup and 

Old Men�s Ka�e Klatch

by Jan Slusher
I was looking for a new movie to watch 
during Winter break and was delighted 
to �nd this Norwegian romantic 
comedy from 2023, Christmas as 
Usual. Written and directed by Petter 
Holmsen, it stars Ida Ursin-Holm as 
Thea Evjen (a Norwegian) and Kanan 
Gill as Jashan Joshi (an Indian). 

In the �lm, after Thea happily accepts Jashan�s marriage 
proposal, she invites him to Norway to celebrate 
a typical Jul and meet her family. In Norway, Thea 
naturally slips right into the long-established traditions 
of the holiday, including �Teeny Tiny Christmas,� �Little 
Christmas,� and Christmas Eve: Julaften. 
As an Indian, Jashan naturally experiences culture 
clashes with food, etiquette, and climate (snow, skiing, 
hiking and the daunting custom of isbading). He even 
questions why Norwegians cover their Christmas tree 
with patriotic �ags! Thea, meanwhile, �nds herself 
having some unexpected reservations about Jashan and 
wonders why he can�t �just �t in.� 
There are some amusing scenes, and as a person with 
Nordic roots, I could de�nitely relate to the family’s 
inability to tolerate spicy food!

Do they reconcile their di�erences? Watch and �nd out! 
All in all, I found it an enjoyable �lm for rom-com fans, 
and it�s available streaming on Net�ix in Norwegian and 
English.

Movie Review: Så Var Det Jul Igjen (Christmas as Usual)

Det �nnes ikke dårlig vær, bare dårlige klær

�There is no such thing as bad weather,  
only bad clothes�
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X

In 1961, during his inaugural address, president John F. 
Kennedy challenged us with a now immortalized statement. 
We know the words by heart but allow me to make them 
relevant to us. �Ask not what your lodge can do for you�ask 
what you can do for your lodge.�

Let 2025 be the year we all step forward and volunteer to 
bene�t the lodge. 

Many of you already do, but with almost 2000 members we 
can achieve so much more. 

Participate in a small event like a Friday Night Dinner, or a 
large annual event like the Lute�sk Dinner, Vikingfest, and 
Julfest. 
Encourage others to consider our rental spaces. 
Donate to or participate in a bene�t auction. There are many 
ways to volunteer�if you�re not sure how you can help, just 
ask! 
I believe that tiny movements (like a butter�y �apping its 
wings) can and will have large-scale positive impacts for our 
lodge.

We members of the Poulsbo lodge have so much to be 
thankful for. I am honored to serve as your 2025 Vice 
President.  

Mange Takk!

Brian Smith

2025 Poulsbo Sons of Norway Vice President

A Call to Action

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of Sons of Norway is to 
promote and preserve the heritage 
and culture of Norway, to celebrate 
our relationship with other Nordic 
countries, and to provide quality 
insurance and financial products 
to its members.

2025 POULSBO LODGE BOARD 
President: Curtis Vincent 
Vice President: Brian Smith 
Treasurer: Bob Wolfe 
Secretary: Angel Wunder 
Trustee 1: Donna Kodalen 
Trustee 2: Robert Kodalen 
Trustee 3: Rhonda Mitchusson 
Counselor: Paul Anunson 
Membership Secretary: Keri Kankovsky 
Assistant Secretary: Theresa Vincent 
Auditor 1: Tony Smallbeck 
Auditor 2: Amy Swenson 
Auditor 3: Laura McDonough 
Sports Director: Ruby Patterson 
Social Director: Ashley Singer 
Youth Director: Lizbeth Doving
Cultural Director: Andrew Belschner 
Publicity Director: Jason Scott
Foundation Director: Joanne Graves
Editors: Deb Adair, Jan Slusher
Musician: Kathy Haug
Historian: Karen Zabinski
Marshal 1: Josh Washburn
Marshal 2: Robynn Collins 
Greeter 1: May Mathiesen 
Greeter 2: Lorena Maxwell

Vice President Brian Smith  
with the Kaffe Klatch boys
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