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October 9" - Leif Ericson Day

October 3 is Founder’s Day at Leif
Erickson Lodge

October 9 - Leif Ericson Day

He discovered North America about
500 years before Columbus arrived!

President’s Message

Fall is in the air and with it comes the renewal of our youth and adult
cultural programs. Come down to the lodge on a Monday evening
and watch our amazing dancers of all ages. Even better, join in with
the adult dancers at 7:00 or with one of the Norwegian language
lessons. What better way to get in touch with your inner Norwegian?
Details are elsewhere in this Méken.

I am pleased to report that the lodge seems to be doing somewhat
better financially. For the past several months, we have managed to
operate at a profit and to make up for some of the losses we incurred
early in the year. It is still too early to say whether we will finish the
year in the black, but I remain hopeful. Profits in the Trolls Den are
up, and we all owe a debt of thanks to the numerous volunteers that
help out at our breakfasts, Kaffe Stua, dinners, and banquets.
Without all of you, the lodge would be drowning in a sea of red ink.
Thank You!

On a different note, the September issue of our Viking magazine
includes an alarming warning from our international President, Dan
Rude. He presents the case that shrinking membership in the Sons of
Norway has hit the point where the very future of our organization is
in jeopardy. I encourage each of you to read this special report and to
give some thought to how to reverse the trend. On the surface, it’s
pretty simple. If we each just bring in one new member next year, we
could double our membership. Unfortunately, we are also losing
members each year, so membership retention is as important as
recruiting new members. Please, do what you can to make our new
members feel welcome!

Finally, your Nominating Committee is hard at work trying to recruit
a full slate of officers to serve as your Board of Directors next year.
Their proposed slate will be presented at our October 13" meeting
and elections will be held in November. If you are willing to serve on
the Board next year, please let Barb Mitchusson, Priscilla Callaham,
or Bob Loveland know. Or, give Vicky a call in the office. We’d
love to have you on the Board! Until next time,

Ha det bra!

Skip

360-779-5209
360-779-5223
360-779-2384

The Lodge office number is:
The Lodge Fax number is:
The Trolls Den number is:

POULSBO SONS OF NORWAY
LODGE #2-44
September 2009 Lodge Meeting Highlights

The following are the highlights from the

September membership meeting:

=  The program was a display of materials from
the lodge’s cultural programs as well as a
DVD describing the benefits of membership.

= Kathy Moncrief reported the lodge finances

were in the black as of the end of July.

= Vicky Spray has been promoted
permanent Office Manager of the lodge.

= New members Deryk Peterson and Robert
Schulte were present and approved for
membership. Also, Danny Fritts is rejoining

but was unavailable for the meeting.

= Board members reminded everyone that
dance and language classes are beginning in

September.

= Wade Moncrief, Sports Director,

October.

= The Ladies Club rummage sale is set for

September 26™.

= The Ladies Club donated $2,000 to repair the

front doors and improve the entry way.

= The College Funding/Planning workshop is

being rescheduled to November 19",

= The portable silent auction for

Foundation will take place during October

and November.

= “Miss Piggy”, collecting for the Foundation
in Minneapolis received about $9,000 in
2008 of which the Poulsbo lodge submitted

$300.

Lodge Election — Nominating Committee:

The Nominating Committee for developing a
slate of officers for 2010 was formed and will
consist of Bob Loveland, Priscilla Callaham, and

Barb Mitchusson.

may
schedule another Dungeness Spit hike in
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To Help with Tuesday Night Dinners please call Dorothy Walsh @ 360-779-5188. More Crews/Volunteers are needed for Friday Night
Dinners, contact Barbara Mitchusson at barbaraj@comcast.net or 360-779-4553.
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MEMBER COMMENTS

From the Desk of Your Editor:

Here we are ten months into 2009 already and no one has submitted a thing to be included in the “Member Comments” column.
Remember, this is your space and, if you don’t fill it, then I have to conjure something up!! This time it’s going to be a short, hopefully
interesting, article on Leif Ericson (without the “k) and why he is important to us. Leiv Eiriksson (same guy) was the son of Eirik the
Red, who was also known as Norwegian-born Eirik Thorvaldsson, who explored and colonized the southwestern part of Greenland in
986. We don’t know the date or the place of Leiv Eiriksson’s birth but it is believed that he grew up in Greenland, since his father had
been sent back to Greenland in 999 to bring Christianity to its people. There are two theories on the course of events that brought Leiv
Eiriksson to North America in 1000 AD but in any event, whether by chance or by design, Leiv Eiriksson was encouraged to explore by
the description of possible new lands from seamen who had been forced off course during a fierce storm. He bought a ship and set off to
discover a new world. Eiriksson apparently made three landfalls in North America on his journey—Labrador, Newfoundland, and
somewhere between Newfoundland and Cape Cod. He named the third spot Vinland and he and his men wintered there returning to
Greenland in 1001. While Leiv Eiriksson never returned to North America, his brother and others made several attempts to settle
Vinland. These attempts were unsuccessful due to strong friction between the Viking settlers and the native North Americans. In 1964
President Lyndon B. Johnson, backed by a unanimous Congress, proclaimed October 9™ to be “Leif Ericson Day” in commemoration of
the first arrival of a European on North American soil. Why October 9"? That is the date in 1825 that Norwegian immigrants aboard the
Restoration landed in the United States. And that’s the saga of Leif Ericson. Now, don’t you wish you had submitted something for this
section!!!

Answer to last month’s question: “Norseman” was the name of Chrysler’s $100,000 experimental car that was on the Andrea
Doria when it sank on July 26, 1956. (Beware if you are playing Trivial Pursuit with Roseann Mitchell—she seems to know the
answers to every question!!!!)

Character is doing what’s right when nobody’s looking.
(J.C. Watts, Jr.)

Lodge Officers for 2009: The following is the slate of officers elected to lead your lodge during 2009. If you have questions or concerns about your lodge or would like to
volunteer in some area, please contact Vicky in the office or feel free to contact any of these officers:

President — Skip Walsh Vice President — Fred Weatherford Sports Director — Wade Moncrief
Counselor — Barb Mitchusson Cultural Director — Grace Overby Social Director — Heidi King
Foundation Director — Phil Swenson Secretary — Denise Bauman Historian — Dorothy Walsh

Asst Secretary — Julie Swenson Publicity Director — Darlene Burke Financial Sec — Michele Burk
Editor —Sherry White Youth Director — Joanne Graves Treasurer — Kathy Moncrief
Musician — Jan Peterson & Bonnie Schroeder Trustee — Vern Herrick*

Trustee — Shirl Nadeau * Trustee — Myrtle Jodry Greeter #1 — Nancy Korsak
Greeter #2 — Kristin Holt Auditor — Phil Swenson* Auditor — Tony Smallbeck
Auditor — Bill Arness* Marshall — Robert Kodalen Asst Marshall — Donna Rice

* elected in previous years

NIFTY FIFTY

Dan Rude, International President of the Sons of Norway, stated in the September 2009 issue of the Viking,
“Every single one of us needs to take action to save the Sons of Norway”. Therefore, with your help we in the
Poulsbo lodge can make a difference. That difference is in the numbers and size of the scholarships that the Sons
of Norway Foundation can offer to deserving young folks. As we all know, it takes a lot of money to send a stu-
dent to college for four years. With that in mind, starting today, September 8, 2009, I'm kicking off the Poulsbo
Lodge Nifty Fifty Club. The club needs fifty individuals who want to make a difference in the success of the
SON Foundation. The benefits to the Foundation are more funds to offer more and bigger scholarships. We as
members of the club get a tax break for our contribution. The lodge receives some of that contribution back. How
do we do it! Each individual, starting with me, will purchase a permanent life insurance policy with the SON
Foundation as the owner and irrevocable beneficiary. As an example, a 30-year-old purchasing a $25,000 policy
will pay only $420 a year. At the other end, a 70-year-old will pay $1800 a year for a $20,000 policy. We can do
this! We will create a Legacy by being the LODGE that gave over a MILLION dollars to the Sons of Norway
Foundation. I can’t think of a better way to help save the Sons of Norway than by helping young people achieve
their dreams.

Ralph M. Naddeo

Financial Benefits Counselor.
1-866-648-8889, e-mail tipperl3(@comcast.net
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Leikarringen

Poulsbo Leikarringen youth dancers started
their fall season on September 21%. Youth ages
5 to 18 will be practicing at the lodge every
Monday through May. Watch for performances
at the Lutefisk dinner, Ballard Nordic Heritage
Museum, and Julfest this fall. If you have
children or grandchildren who would like to
learn Scandinavian folk dancing, call Joanne
Graves at 360-297-2186.

Nordic Needleworkers

Instruction in Hardanger embroidery and help
in other handwork is available Fridays from
noon to 2:00 p.m. in the Viking Room. For
more information, call Grace at 360-779-2460
or 360-550-6049.

Woodcarving/Rosemaling

Ongoing support continues on Thursdays from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the Norse Room. Ken Green
is available for questions about the program at
360-697-2835. Rosemaling support will be
available in November. Call Ken for additional
information on that too.

Ladies Club News

The catered wedding on September 12 was well
received by the bridal party and the guests.
Prior to the wedding, over a dozen Lodge
members scoured the Marine Room’s bar,
kitchen and bathrooms until they sparkled.
Thank you to all the volunteers who worked
these events. Also a special thanks to all those
who worked the Rummage Sale on September
26™ and those who donated items to it. The
Ladies Club passed a motion to allow $2000 to
go toward replacement of the front door of the
Lodge.

The Ladies Club luncheon will be October 1* at
noon. On October 15" we will host the
Bremerton Oslo Ladies Club. Social Director
Darlene Burke has arranged to have the Boot
Scootin’ Grannies perform and Doug Stuart will
be preparing a wonderful roast pork meal.
Because we need to have a count for lunch,
members must call Barb Mitchusson and
confirm they will be there at 779-4553.

Library

The library is open from 5 to 7. It is also open
before and after lodge meetings. For further
information, call Grace Overby at 360-779-
2460.

Dungeness Spit Hike

" A Fall Dungeness Spit hike is being planned
for Saturday, October 17th. The hike will likely

be weather dependent. Turnout for the previous
hike was low, so if you are interested please
contact Wade Moncrief at 360-297-3571 to get
your name on the list. The hike will only be held
if sufficient interest exists."

Norwegian Language

Classes began again on September 10". See
monthly calendar for ongoing schedules and call
Stan for information at 360-779-2460.

Trolls Den Update& Social News

Bar Stool Bingo: Remember that the third
Wednesday of each month there will be Bar
Stool Bingo in the Trolls Den. It is free, fun and
there will be prizes galore! Come on down for a
good time!

Comfort Food Sundays: Now that the weather
is changing, there won’t be anymore BBQs on
the deck but the fun won’t go away. We are
going to have Comfort Food Sundays and there
will be a sign-up sheet in the Trolls Den for
anyone who wants to come and cook their
favorite comfort food for the gang.

Seahawks Games: With the kickoff game on
September 14" under their belts, the Seahawks
season is now going strong. Come on down to
the Trolls Den and support the team. Check with
Vicky in the office or with Doug in the Trolls
Den for scheduled fun. See you all there!!
Here’s the schedule of the games for October:
10/11 12:30 Seahawks vs 49ers

10/18 12:30 Seahawks vs Cardinals

10/25 2:00 Trolls Den open — no game

Halloween Update: Start thinking about your
costume for the annual Halloween Party—you
could win a prize! It’s always a great time and
Heidi would love to see some new faces
volunteering for this fun event. Read on for
more information.!

Who is this Famous Swedish
Writer? (from September)

For those of you who missed the answer to that
question in the last newsletter (it was hiding in
the middle of another paragraph), the famous
Swedish writer, born in Sweden in 1858,
described in the September Méken was Selma
Lagerlof.

Folk Dancing

The early evening usually starts with easier
dances from Scandinavia including thorough
instruction in basic steps that can be applied to
many other dances. Traditional dancing is
emphasized as it was done in the villages in the
19" and early 20" centuries but there are also
figure dances that were popular in the ballrooms
of the same period. Beginners are always
welcome with or without partners. For
additional information, call Fred (206-780-8036)
or Stan (360-779-2460). There will be a dance
party on October 19® with live music and
potluck snacks.

2009 Sons of Norway Lodge
Calendar of Events

Oct 9 Leif Erikson Day
13 Proposed slate of officers
23 Oktoberfest Dinner (may have music)

30 Halloween Party (music)

Nov 7 Vet’s Night (music)

10 Lodge Meeting — Election of Officers
for 2010
14 Lutefisk Dinner
23 Oktoberfest
29 Lodge Christmas Decorating Day

5 Bazaar and Julefest
7 Lodge Children’s Christmas Party
10 Ladies Club Christmas Party
13 SHARENET Auction
18 Lodge Christmas Party (music)
28 Leikarringen Family Potluck
31 New Year’s Eve Party (music)

Lodge Meetings

At the October 13" lodge meeting, Denise and
Jeff Bauman will tell us about their recent tour of
Iceland.

Vestre Sund Mannskor

JOIN THE MANNSKOR! Are you a man who
enjoys singing? Do you enjoy carrying on the
traditions of Norwegian heritage? Then come
and join the West Sound Men’s Chorus—the
Vestre Sun Mannskor. You don’t need to know
Norwegian. You’ll be able to pick it up as you
sing. And, while it’s helpful if you can read
music, it’s not required. Practice is on Thursday
evenings at 7:30 pm. Come and enjoy your
Norwegian heritage in song. If interested, call
Bob Ellerby at 360-598-4831. You can also find
more information at:

http://www.pcnsa.org/LocalGroups/Poulsbo.ht

Who Will Become the Royal Court

for Lodge #44 for 2010?

It's time to select a Queen and Princess for the
coming year. The royal court represents the
lodge at events starting with the Lutefisk Dinner
(November 2009) and running through Mid-
sommer Fest (June 2010). Daughters and
granddaughters of Poulsbo lodge members are
eligible. Queen candidates must be 15% years
old or older and Princess candidates need to be
13 years old or older. Pick up an application at
the lodge office. Applications are due no later
than November 3% The winner will be
announced at the November lodge meeting. If
you have questions, contact Joanne Graves at
297-2186 or rain4days@embarqmail.com).

Question for the Month: Who gave an
acceptance speech more than 30 minutes long
at the Oscars, after which the speeches were
limited to a much shorter period!? And what
was the movie for which she won her Oscar
for Best Actress?
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Our Vikings Need You

The Sons of Norway Lodge #44 Vikings are
looking for new members who are interested in
being one of the hits of the Viking Fest parade
and other Poulsbo events. They are a social
bunch who enjoy potluck meetings, parades,
and fellowship as Vikings. Please contact Chris
Whitley at 360-692-2874 if you are interested
in joining or attend their next meeting on Octo-
ber 1* downstairs by the Trolls Den for potluck
at 7:00 pm and meeting at 7:30 pm.

Oktoberfest

On October 23", Julie and Phil Swenson will
host the annual Oktoberfest at the lodge. Come
on in and join in the celebration!

Ladies Club Needs You!!

As was reported in the last newsletter, the
Ladies Club would like to have a second
cooking crew for the catered events that earn
the money we are able to transfer to the lodge.
If you are a capable cook who can head up a
crew to prepare large and delectable meals for
100 or more, please contact Vicky in the office,
Barb Mitchusson or Kathy Moncrief. Some
have expressed interest but additional help
would be wonderful. We would also be willing
to do training sessions with our own Jane Speer
supervising in order to put this second team in
place. We really need you!!!

Volunteers Needed

President Walsh appointed a committee to study
how we might increase the number of
volunteers for lodge activities. The committee
members are Barb Mitchusson, Bob Loveland,
Fred Weatherford and Sherry White. The
committee will be looking for innovative ways
of encouraging volunteers to help out. If you
have any ideas on how this can be done, please
feel free to contact one of the committee
members and share your thoughts. It could be
anything from having a Volunteer Coordinator
for the lodge to make contact with all members,
requiring all members to volunteer at least once
a year to maintain membership, or to having a
fee in lieu of volunteering—where each
member would have the option to either
volunteer for an event or donate $25 (or
whatever amount is decided) to the lodge.
Think outside the box and also think “How can
I help the lodge and what can I do as a
volunteer?”!

If you would like to volunteer but don’t know
what is needed, you can call Vicky at the lodge
office or contact Shirl Nadeau at 206-201-3443,
Vern Herrick at 360-770-2596 or Myrt Jodry at
360-697-111. Let’s all help!!!

Website News

We’d like our members to take a look at our
lodge website www.poulsobsonsofnorway.com.
We have added a photo album page. Let’s keep
our photo album complete and up-to-date. Our
goal is not to have tons of pictures, but a good
selection of representative photos. So, while we
may not put every photo we receive on the
website, the more we do receive, the better
selection we have to choose from and a better
photo album we will have in the end. Digital
photos can be sent to Joanne Graves at
rain4ddays@embarqmail.com.

100" Anniversary Celebration

On May 20, 2010, in Everett during the lodge
convention there will be a dinner and celebration
of District 2’s 100" anniversary. All past
District 2 officers and committee members are
invited to attend this event. Tickets will be for
sale individually in 2010 so watch for more
information.

Norwegian Genealogy Workshop

There will be another genealogy workshop that
may be of interest to many of you. It is going to
be held at Leif Erikson Lodge 2-001 in Leif
Erikson Hall, 2245 NW 57" Street, Seattle, WA
98107 on October 17" from 9:30 to 3 pm. If you
are interested in attending or receiving additional
information, you can contact Christine Anderson
at cmadance@earthlink.net. She is the District
2 Historian for Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, and
Washington. You can also find an application
form on the bulletin board at the lodge. The cost
of the workshop is $20 for members and $30 for
non-members.

Halloween Party — Boo to You Too

The lodge’s Halloween Party is going to be on
Friday, October 30" this year. Heidi will be
cooking a Prime Rib dinner. Tickets will be
$15.00 per person and will be on sale in the
office or the Trolls Den. Be sure to start
thinking of that really great costume because
there will be a costume contest as well as a
pumpkin carving contest. Volunteers are needed
to judge the contests and to help decorate.
Along with all the good food and the contests,
there will be live music so you can dance the
night away!! Come join us at the Trolls Den for
a special evening.

In Memoriam:

Les Whipp
Dick “Spider” Wise
Kenneth Garoutte

Looking & Planning Ahead

Our Social Director Heidi King reports that
plans are already in the works for the annual
Christmas Party. The upstairs has been reserved
for the traditional Tom & Jerry Party and it is
hoped that all lodge members in the area will

join in the fun. Big Band music will be the order
of the evening and the party will be semi formal.
Ladies, dust off your cocktail dresses and guys
dust off those dinner jackets that make you so
attractive. Come and dance to the wonderful
music of the 40s and 50s. There will be Swiss
Chicken for dinner. Tickets will be $10 and will
go on sale November 7%

Scholarship Silent Auction

The portable silent auction for the scholarship
fund will be seen at lodge functions in October
and November. The silent auction will end at the
Bazaar/Julefest on December 5".  Additional
contributions for the silent auction are always
welcome.

Sons of Norway Foundation Visitor

Cindy Olson, the Director of the Sons of Norway
Foundation, will be at the November meeting to
discuss the Foundation. Cindy Olson is a native
of Minneapolis, MN. She has a Bachelor’s of
Fine Arts from the University of Minnesota and
is a 42-year member of Sons of Norway Oslo
Lodge 1-002. Her activities in her local lodge
have included Publicity Director, Youth
Director, Cultural Director, and Social Director.
Cindy has also served as Youth Director for
District One.  Together with International
President, Dan Rude, she co-authors Barnas
Norsk Klubb, a children’s program available in
monthly installments to all Sons of Norway
lodges.

Cindy and her husband Ray have two grown
daughters, Breen and Trina, both of whom were
active members of Oslo Junior Lodge and
participated in their Norwegian folk dancing

group.

Cindy says our members are the driving force
behind the Foundation. Having an active and
vibrant Foundation also keeps Sons of Norway
moving forward and supports the initiatives
including Adopt A School, Barnas Norsk Klubb
and cultural skills programming. Cindy joined
the Sons of Norway Foundation as its’ first
Director in July of 2003.

There can be no happiness if the things we
believe in are different from the things we
do. (Freya Madeline Stark)

Reminder

Vets Night is scheduled for November 7" in the
Marine Room and the choral group that
performed last year will be back. Mike Patterson
and his crew will be doing the cooking again.
Put the date on your calendar—it is quite an
experience!
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The Sunday Trolls Den hours will be determined by the Trolls Den
Committee and the Bar Manager in order to take advantage of the sporting

schedule and other events. It’s Seahawks season! Come on in and join in
the fun!

Maken Identification Statement
Maken is a newsletter of the Poulsbo Lodge No 44 of the Sons of Norway, a non-
profit organization located at 18891 Front St, Poulsbo, WA 98370. Published
monthly. Issue date, number and volume are located on the front page. No ISSN
has been assigned. The newsletter is sent to all members of the Poulsbo Lodge at
no additional cost. Each issue has a circulation of 1,000.
Editor: Sherry White, 360-779-5482 Office Manager: Vicky Spray 360-779-5209
swhite1342@embargmail.com sonsofnorwaypoulsbo@embargmail.com




	Ralph M. Naddeo 
	Woodcarving/Rosemaling

	Ladies Club News
	Who is this Famous Swedish Writer? (from September)
	For those of you who missed the answer to that question in the last newsletter (it was hiding in the middle of another paragraph), the famous Swedish writer, born in Sweden in 1858, described in the September Måken was Selma Lagerlöf.
	 
	Folk Dancing
	2009 Sons of Norway Lodge 
	Calendar of Events
	Oct	9 Leif Erikson Day
		 10 Lodge Meeting – Election of Officers
	Dec	5 Bazaar and Julefest
	Lodge Meetings
	Halloween Party – Boo to You Too



